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PREFACE. 


Spuing  ag.'iin  revisits  the  expoetant  cartli,  and  with  it  there  comes 
to  tlie  favoured  conductors  of  the  Exgijsiiwomas’s  Domestic  Mjma- 
ZINE  tlie  pleasant  annual  duty  of  addressing  their  thousands  of  ikir 
readers.  The  role  we  have  to  perform  of  s|)cakiiig  the  prologue  and 
epilogue  of  a  iwriodical  happy  in  the  fixctl  affections  of  so  many 
Englihtiwonion  is,  indeed,  a  proud  position,  one  worthy  to  be  sought 
and  to  be  retained  by  the  exercise  of  tho  greatest  labour,  talent,  and 
attention.  We  respectfully  submit  to  those  who  hava  accompanied  us 
to  tho  end  of  the  sixth  year  of  our  Magazine’s  existence,  that  we  have 
had  throughout  the  best  tiitentions.  Our  inotlosty  forbids  us  to  say 
more.  So  we  appeal  to  those  whoso  suffrages  we  so  much  desire,  and 
say  to  them.  Have  we  done  our  duty?  And  the  answer  comes  prac¬ 
tically  from  the  hands  (and  may  we  not  hope  from  tho  hearts  also!)  of 
a  goodly  band  of  nearly  50,000  of  our  countrywomen.  But  our 
delightful  task  ends  not  hero ;  for,  if  we  have  been  so  fortunate  in  the 
a]iprobation  of  our  fiiends,  is  it  nut  so  much  the  more  binding  on  us 
that  wo  increase  our  exertions  to  provide  tor  them  further  amusement 
and  gratification  ?  A  slight  notice,  then,  of  a  few  of  our  arrangements 
for  the  next  volume  of  tho  Magazine  will,  wc  doubt  not,  be  welcome. 

Firstly,  we  have  socurc<l  the  English  copyright  of  a  charming 
tale  from  the  French  of  M.  J.  T.  do  St.  Ciermain,  called  “Tlie  Story 
of  a  Pin,”  which  will  be  commenced  in  an  early  number.  It  has  been 
translated  into  nearly  every  European  langu.age,  and  tho  principal 
reviews  of  England  and  of  France  have  concurretl  in  according  great 
praise  to  its  author.  The  copyright  of  another  talc  from  the  same  ])en, 
entitled  “Mignon,”  is  also  in  our  possession,  and  will  appear  after 
“  The  Story  of  a  Pin.” 

Secondly,  a  scries  of  papers  will  be  piinted,  which  will  bo  found 
invaluable  to  many  a  young  mother,  and  at  the  s:ime  timo  will  guide 
and  direct  all  who  have  the  care  and  management  of  children.  They 
will  bear  the  title  “  A  Surgeon’s  Advice  to  Mothers  and  others  on  the 
Rearing  and  ^Management  of  Infants  and  Children,  both  Physically 
and  Medically.” 
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Thirdly,  our  talented  contributor,  M.  S  R.,  whose  initials  are 
always  suggestive  of  something  interesting  and  instructive,  is  engaged 
in  writing  an  account  of  “The  Religions  of  the  World,”  which  will 
appear  from  month  to  month.  I'hese  papers  will  be  characteristically 
illustrated  with  portraits  of  the  various  founders  of  the  different 
systems  of  belief,  and  sketches  of  their  principal  idols,  temples,  cities, 
and  ceremonials. 

Fourthly,  all  subjects  which  have  a  bearing  on  Woman’s  Education 
and  Woman’s  Work  will  be,  as  they  always  have  been,  most  attentively 
considered  by  us.  And  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  recent 
remarks  on  this  peculiarly  Englishwoman’s  subject  have  considerably 
tended  to  increase  “  the  new  light  which  is  dawning  upon  man’s  mind 
in  relation  to  female  instruction  and  female  Labour.”  As  a  branch  of 
this  subject,  we  shall  discuss  the  question  of  “  Marriages,  Frugal  and 
Otherwise,”  and  contribute,  with  the  assistance  of  our  subscribers, 
some  Housekeepers’  Accounts,  suited  to  incomes  from  £C0  to  £70  per 
annum,  up  to  £500  and  £1,000.  The  Economy  of  Dress  will  also  be 
touched  upon. 

Fifthly,  a  series  of  Prize  Rewards  (entirely  apart  from  our  Annual 
Distribution  of  Four  Hundred  Guineas)  will  be  given  to  our  sub¬ 
scribers.  These  will  be  aw  arded  to  the  best  quotations  and  extracts 
from  the  poets  on  a  certain  theme,  which  will  1^  duly  announced  each 
month. 

To  conclude.  We  can  point  with  much  j>leasure  to  the  very 
numerous  recipes  w  hich  w  ill  be  found  in  this  volume.  All  are  tried 
and  tested  ;  and  to  those  of  our  subscribers  who  have  favoured  us  with 
the  results  of  their  experience  in  Cookery,  Pickling,  and  Preserving, 
we  have  to  tender  our  best  thanks.  We  hoi)e  to  secure  many  more  of 
these  communications,  so  that  the  knowledge  and  skill  of  a  few  may, 
through  our  Magazine,  become  a  means  of  usefulness  and  benefit  to 
thousands.  The  Work-Table,  Fashions,  and  Practical  Dress  Instructor, 
will  receive  especial  care  during  the  course  of  the  next  volume. 

Of  the  past  our  account  is  now  rendered,  and  of  some  of  our  future 
arrangements  we  have  likewise  spoken.  We  hope  both  may  prove 
acceptable,  and,  in  bidding  adieu  to  our  friends,  we  have  but  to 
commend  the  Englishwoman’s  Domestic  Magazine  to  their  accus¬ 
tomed  kind  and  valuable  good  offices. 


Loudon,  13,  liouverie  Stirct,  Apiif,  1358. 
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